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Blood donation camp, exhibition
to mark PM’s birthday in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta will lead day-long pro-
grammes marking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s 75th
birthday on September 17,
beginning with a blood dona-
tion camp at Kartavya Path,
officials said on Friday. Also,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will launch 15 develop-
ment projects at an event at
Thyagraj Stadium.

Under the Saturday morning
programme Thank You Modi Ji,
besides the blood donation
camp, an exhibition and a
Sewa Sankalp Walk will also be
held, they said. The camp near
India Gate aims to collect
1,000 units of blood, setting a
new record. The exhibition
will be based on the Modi
Government’s development-
related initiatives in Delhi.

The Union Home Minister
willlaunch projects, including

101 Ayshman Arogya Mandir
and five hospital blocks,
among others, on the evening
of September 17. These projects
are part of the 75 different
development and welfare pro-
grammes, which will be
launched during Sewa
Pakhwada (service fortnight) —
from September 17 to October

2 (Gandhi Jayanti). Further,
Shah will launch Delhi Jal
Board’s various projects worth
%3,660 crore on September
30, in Okhla, officials said.
The CM said in a statement
that ‘Sewa Pakhwada’ is a
major step towards making
the Capital a truly “Viksit
Delhi”. Development projects

worth crores of rupees are
being launched during this
period with a special focus on
reaching every section of
society in Delhi, she said.
The Chief Minister empha-
sised that her Government is
putting in consistent effort to
make the initiative successful
and added she was closely
engaging with BJP MPs, MLAs
and other public representa-
tives to ensure that people
across the city are part of the
celebration. She also men-
tioned thatsheis in constant
touch with senior officials so
that the projects being rolled
out are completed on time.
Highlighting the scale of
the effort, Gupta asserted
that for the first time in
Delhi’s history, such a large
number of important pro-
jects and schemes are being
announced together, with a
clear and detailed blueprint
already prepared for their
implementation.

NSUI releases its manifesto for DUSU polls

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The National Students’ Union of India
(NSUI) on Friday released its
manifesto for the Delhi University
Students’ Union (DUSU) polls, making
key promises on rolling back fee
hikes, menstrual leave for women
students and safer campuses.

The key manifesto pledges include
rejection of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, up to 12 days of men-
strual leave per semester, transparent
exams to prevent paper leaks, smart
classrooms, improved hostels, function-
al counselling centres, better scholar-
ships and transport facilities. The
women'’s manifesto calls for sanitary
vending machines, legal aid and 24x7
emergency response against harass-
ment, gender sensitisation workshops
and enhanced safety infrastructure
across colleges.

The student outfit also unveiled a
separate women’s manifesto and
fielded 23-year-old Joslyn Nandita
Choudhary, a postgraduate student of
Buddhist Studies, as its presidential can-
didate — the first woman in 17 years to
be nominated for the top post by
NSUIL

Announcing the manifesto ata press
conference, NSUI national president

Varun Choudhary said, “We are confi-
dent of winning 4-0. Following the path
of Bahujan-Nayak Rahul Gandhi, we are
determined to safeguard the
Constitution of India.”

“Once again, we will open a
Mohabbat Ki Dukan in Delhi University,
where diversity, love and dignity for all
will remain our priority,” he said.The
NSUI has named Rahul |hansla for
vice president, Kabir for secretary and
Lav Kush Badhana for joint secretary.

The DUSU elections for the 2025-26
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academic session will be held on
September 18, with counting scheduled
for September 19. The ABVP’s manifesto,
set to be released on Saturday, is
being touted as a compilation of
student suggestions.

In the 2024 DUSU polls, the NSUI
made a comeback after a seven-year
hiatus, winning two key positions —
president and joint secretary. The ABVP
secured the vice president post and
retained the secretary position, main-
taining its presence in the union.

Delhi traders stare at
losses as goods stuck
on way to Nepal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A large quantity of goods
from Delhi’s wholesale
markets, including Old Delhi
and Sadar Bazar, is currently
stuck on the way to Nepal
due to the ongoing unrestin
the neighbouring country.

Paramjit Singh Pamma,
president of the Sadar Bazar
Bari Market Trades
Association, said, “Sadar Bazar
is one of the largest wholesale
markets in Delhi, which is
known for exporting a wide
range of products to several
countries, including Nepal.”

“Utensils, crockery, jew-
ellery, toys, stationery items,
tailoring materials, garments,
footwear and other house-
hold and gift items are sent
in bulk to Nepal.”

Many traders have already
invested in consignments
that are either stuck in transit

or have reached Nepal but
cannot be sold due to the
unstable situation there,
Pamma said, adding that
some orders are ready in
Delhi but pending dispatch.

Pamma added that the dis-
ruption is causing financial
strain to the traders, which is
likely to affect trade between
India and Nepal if the situa-
tion persists.

Echoing similar concern,
Rajiv Bhargaw, president of
the Chandni Chowk Market
Traders Association, said,
“Many Nepali tourists used to
visit our shops, whose
numbers have dropped in
the past 10 days.”

“The unrest in Nepal is
clearly affecting our client
base. Many Nepali tourists
came to our shops to buy sou-
venirs, clothes, trinkets, jew-
ellery and other items. But
this clientele has reduced
sharply now,” he added.

Dehi Govt plansto approach NGT to alow dredging of Yamuna River

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

In an effort to increase the
carrying capacity of the
Yamuna River, the Delhi
Government is planning to
approach the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) to allow
dredging of the river in the
national Capital.

Dredging is an exercise
usually carried out in water
bodies to excavate underwa-
ter silt and waste accumulat-
ed over the years which
enhances the storage of water
in the river. Recently, during
the high level of the river,

several areas near to the river-
bank faced the issue of urban
flooding, mainly because of
the reduced carrying capaci-
ty of regulator drains.
“Currently dredging work
of the river is not allowed, but
we will approach the NGT for
approval, after which a further
detailed project report will be
prepared, this will increase
the carrying capacity of the
river,” sources said.
According to estimates,
Delhi contributes a stagger-
ing 76 per cent of the
Yamuna’s total pollution load
despite accounting for just
two per cent of its length. In

Delhi, the Yamuna flows for
52 km, of which a critical 22
km segment — from
Wazirabad to Okhla — has

become the focal point of
multiple planning and policy
efforts. Earlier, the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) announced plans

to carry out desilting work of
the Wazirabad pond, but the
project could not take off due
to the arrival of monsoon.
“We had floated a tender
for hiring an agency to
remove the silt accumulated
at Wazirabad raw water
pond to increase its storage
capacity. However, by the
time work could start on
the ground, monsoon season
arrived. We will start that
project now,” sources added.
The DB issued tender invit-
ing companies to carry out
the work at the cost of Rs 25
crore, where 3.63 lakh cubic
metres of silt were to be

removed from the pond. This
work is likely to increase the
water-holding capacity of
the raw water pond by
approximately 100 Million
Gallons Per Day (MGD). Here,
the DJB has constructed one
of the biggest water treat-
ment plants in the city,
having an average water pro-
duction capacity of 138 MGD.
After the dredging process,
the river would be able to
store water at double its
current capacity which
would reduce problems of
overflowing drains and back-
flow of river water into the
city, according to the plan.

Goel blames dog feeders, NGOs’ for stray dog menace

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Former Union Minister and
President of Lok Abhiyan,
Vijay Goel alleged that a
“nexus of dog feeders, NGOs,
and vested interests” is
responsible for the growing
menace of stray dogs in
India. Addressing a press
conference on Friday at the
Noida Media Centre, Goel,
who has been running a
nationwide campaign
against dog bites, claimed a
few dog feeders have “virtu-
ally held the entire country
hostage” over the issue.
Goel’s remarks came after
he was invited by the
Federation of RWAs of Noida
and Greater Noida to address
the problem in the NCR. He
pointed out that thousands
of dog bite cases are report-
ed daily across Delhi, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Faridabad and
Gurgaon, yet the issue is not

being taken seriously by
State Governments. He high-
lighted the conflict within the
Supreme Court’s own
approach, with a two-judge
bench ordering dogs to be
sent to shelters, while a
three-judge bench directs
their release.

Presenting stark statistics,
Goel stated that India has
over 120 million stray dogs —
the highestin the world —and
consequently, the highest
number of dog bites and
rabies cases. He said women,

children and the elderly are
the worst affected.

He cited international
examples like the USA,
Singapore and European
countries where public
feeding of stray dogs is
illegal and the streets are
free of them, questioning
why PETA advocates for
stray dogs in India but notin
its own country.

The former minister also
raised serious concerns
about the sterilisation and
vaccination drives, claiming

that corruption is rampant.
He alleged that the same
dog-related NGOs that
handle sterilisation are prof-
iting from the perpetual
problem. “Sterilisation and
vaccine manufacturing com-
panies have a huge vested
interest in keeping the
problem alive,” he said.

Goel also took a strong
stand against the Uttar
Pradesh Government’s
recent circular, stating it
violates two key Supreme
Court directives. He said
the court has clearly man-
dated that no feeding can
take place on public roads
or inside residential soci-
eties and that aggressive,
biting dogs must be perma-
nently caged. Goel has
written to UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath to amend
the circular and has also
announced his intention to
present the matter before
the Supreme Court.

Regigtrations open for
CET-2025 to coach
Govt school students

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Government has
opened registrations for
the Common Entrance Test
(CET-2025) under the
Mahamana Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya Vidya
Shakti Mission to provide
coaching to Government
school students for top
competitive exams, offi-
cials said on Friday.

According to a circular
issued by the Directorate
of Education (DoE), the
entrance tests will be held
between October 12 and
October 26 at Government
schools across Delhi.

The scheme will help
students prepare for com-
petitive entrance exams,
including JEE
(Main/Advanced), NEET,
CLAT, CA Foundation, and

CUET (UG), the circular
stated. Under the scheme,
a total of 2,200 seats will
be available across various
courses. Of these, 50 seats
are reserved for girls in
each of the JEE, NEET, CLAT
and CA foundation exams,
it stated.

CUET will have 1,000
seats, with 150 seats
reserved for girls. The
coaching will be provided
through empanelled insti-
tutions in Delhi, covering
course fees, study materi-
al, and test papers, it said.

Students from class 11
are eligible for JEE, NEET,
CLAT, and CA Foundation
entrance preparation,
while those from class 12 in
all streams can apply for
CUET coaching, it reads.
The registration will remain
open from September 11 to
September 30.
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